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Argentina is without doubt a source of increasing interest to wine lovers in search of wines with real personality and
individuality. As outlined in Even Malbecs want to be Pinot Noirs nowadays, wines made from the country's
signature grape variety Malbec have been becoming increasingly sophisticated. And the spread of successful wine styles
has widened considerably in the last few years.

Here are notes from a selection of some of the newest wines from two of the UK's more enterprising importers of
Argentine wines. You can read notes on a similar tasting held a year ago in Great value from Argentina.

Wines are listed in the order presented and tasted.

RED

La Guarda, La Noche de San Juan Cabernet Sauvignon 2009 San Juan 15.5 Drink 2011-2014

Dark greyish crimson. Warm and brazenly ripe fruit that seems almost prematurely aged but that may not be such a bad thing. Sweet and gentle.
Just a hint of medicinal syrup and it fades a bit on the end. Pretty sweet. 13.5%

£9.99 HispaMerchants

Tapiz, Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 2005 Uco Valley 15.5 Drink 2012-2017

Bright, intense colour. An awful lot of oak on the nose! Presumably there would be less in more recent vintages? Nice freshness on the end. I'd like
to see a subsequent vintage of this... 14%

£14.49 HispaMerchants

Finca Las Divas, Riglos Cabernet Sauvignon 2007 Uco Valley 16.5 Drink 2012-2017

Bright dense purple. Rich and sweet and spicy. Good lift and lightness. Carries its alcohol well. Some vineyards of Finca Sophenia bought for this so
just five or six years old. Lively stuff with quite a light touch, though it fades a little fast. 15%

£24.99 Las Bodegas

Finca La Anita Cabernet Sauvignon 2005 Agrelo 15 Drink 2015-2020
Complete, broad and spicy. Some rusty nails and rustic tannins on this. Pretty tough. 14.5%
£25 HispaMerchants

NQN, Malma Clasico Malbec 2007 Neuquén 16.5 Drink 2011-2016

From the San Patricio del Chafar Valley. Very dark blackish purple. My first Malbec seems so much more complete on the nose than the Cabernets
tasted beforehand! Rich and satisfying, and not a silly price. 14.5%

£9.99 HispaMerchants

La Guarda, Guardado Malbec 2008 San Juan 15.5 Drink 2013-2016

Hot and sunbaked on the nose. Sweet but fresh on the palate — just a little too rhubarby for me. Pretty taut on the finish too. 13.5%
£14.99 HispaMerchants

Mendel Malbec 2007 Lunlunta 17 Drink 2012-2018

Very deep crimson. Super-rich looking! Savoury depths — a hint of leather. Real subtlety. Thick and sweet but with lift
too. Tastes as though it has some exciting future ahead too. Well done. 14%

£18.49 HispaMerchants

Deumayen, Trez Reserva Malbec 2007 Mendoza 14.5 Drink 2012-2015
Sweet, oaky and a bit overripe — not very subtle. Just too sweet for me though I'm sure it would beguile many wine drinkers. 14%
£19.99 Las Bodegas

Finca Las Divas, Riglos Malbec 2007 Uco Valley 14.5 Drink 2012-2016
Verging on oxidised — very dramatic. A bit too ripe for me. Alcoholic finish. If it's so high, why not pick a little earlier, I wonder? 15%
£24.99 Las Bodegas

RJ Viniedos, RJ Family Selection Malbec 2004 Tupungato 16 Drink 2012-2017

Very rich and rewarding and sweet. Lots going on here, though not quite enough to warrant the premium it seems to me. Cuts off a little on the
finish. 14.5%

£39.99 Las Bodegas

Mauricio Lorca, Tematico Syrah 2009 Vista Flores 15 Drink 2011-2013
Sweet damson juice. Perfectly well made — in supermarket mode but well done in that mode. 14%
£7.99 Las Bodegas

La Guarda, La Noche de San Juan Syrah 2009 San Juan 15 Drink 2012-2016

Leathery nose — quite savoury. Just a bit rustic — love-or-loath wine I should think. Perhaps just a bit drying on the finish. Cuts off a bit suddenly.
13.5%

£9.99 HispaMerchants







