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Bodegas Terrazas Winemaker Leaves to Start Own Venture
Roberto de la Mota now focusing on his own Mendoza wines produced from old vineyards 

James Molesworth 

Posted: Monday, June 26, 2006

Roberto de la Mota, one of Argentina’s most experienced winemakers, has left his position as head winemaker at Mendoza winery Bodegas Terrazas de los Andes to start his own project. De la Mota, 45, will continue as a consultant at Terrazas, and will also still work with Pierre Lurton on the Cheval des Andes wine, a Mendoza-based joint venture between Château Cheval-Blanc and luxury-goods empire LVMH Moët Hennessy Louis Vuitton. 

Since helping to create Terrazas in 1997, de la Mota, a native of Mendoza, had made the winery one of Argentina’s most consistent sources of top-quality Malbec bottlings. De la Mota’s role as day-to-day winemaker for the Terrazas line will be assumed by Pablo Rodriguez and Pablo Cuneo, both of whom worked with de la Mota at Terrazas for the past several years. 

“When I created Terrazas de los Andes and Cheval des Andes, I was very lucky because I was inside a big group with a lot of help," de la Mota said. "But to create a wine with high quality and to have success with our small project, alone, that is a terrific challenge.” 

De la Mota’s new project, called Mendel Wines, plans to debut its first two wines in September: a 100-percent Malbec and a blend of Malbec and Cabernet Sauvignon, both from the 2004 vintage. The wines will be sourced from two different old-vine vineyards in the Luján de Cuyo part of Mendoza--a 15-acre parcel planted in 1926, which de la Mota has purchased, and an additional 60-acre parcel planted in 1928 that is being leased. Wine Spectator will review the wines officially when they are released. 
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